
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You are invited to join the: 

East/West Independent 

Group  

July 28th – August 4th 2012 

 

Now in its third year, this group is open to people of any age, 

location or experience level. Named after the friendly rivalry 

formed between those from Seattle and those from New York, 

participants have come from all areas of the U.S., including 

Boston, Arkansas, Pasadena, Rhode Island and Missouri.  

 

 All are encouraged to participate, and the trip format is designed 

to integrate participants that don’t know each other beforehand. 

Price, lodging details, logistics, and transportation information 

can all be found on the trip information page.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To participate, or for more 

information, contact:  

Eric Reutter 

eric.reutter@esperanzaint.org 

 



East/West Trip Information Page:  

What we do:  
 House Building: Every weekday we help build houses for nearby Esperanza families. These families make us our lunch 
daily, as well as working hand-in-hand with us on the worksite. 
Daily Excursions: We participate in various excursions are meant to give the volunteer a large-scale perspective of the 
socio-political situation in Tijuana. They might include visits to an AIDS clinic, Orphanage, Migrant Houses, etc… 
Recreational Activities: There are many possible recreational activities to do during the trip such as a soccer game vs. the 
Mexican construction workers, visit to Rosarito beach, trip to Ensenada, etc…  
 

Price: 425 ð 475$  
Price will be exactly determined based on how many participants sign up for the trip. The more group members we 

have, the more distributed the lump group costs can be distributed per person. Also, successful fundraising efforts have 

the potential to lower participant costs. A deposit of 100$ will be due May 24th, 2012. After receiving deposits and 

getting a final group count, the participant price will be fully defined (will be no higher than 475$).   

The price of the trip covers lodging and three meals a day. Transportation to and from San Diego is left to the individual. 

Extra spending money is encouraged for those who wish to buy souvenirs.  

Travel Information:  
Traveling to and from the San Diego airport is left to the individual, but if participants are coming from the same location 
they are encouraged to network and book the same flights. All participants need to have travel plans that allow for them 
to be at the San Diego Airport by 4pm on Saturday, July 28. 2012.  
 
The group will meet at 4pm in the airport next to the Hallmark store in-between Chili’s and Alaska Airlines baggage 
claim. From there, the group will be taken by shuttle service to the U.S/Mexico border, walk across the border and be 
picked up by the Esperanza mini-bus. All transportation in Tijuana will be taken care of by the Esperanza mini-bus and 
their licensed drivers.  
 
On Saturday, August 4th, participants will be transported to the border by minibus and will cross as a group. From there 
transportation is up to the indivudal (there is a $5 trolley to the airport from the border). All participants are 
recommend to book flights back that leave no earlier than 3pm.  
 

Program/Security Information:  
This trip happens in partnership with Esperanza International, an organization that has been building houses in the 
Tijuana area for over 20 years. Volunteers will be accompanied at all times by Esperanza staff. Dozens of church, 
university, high school and independent groups come down to Tijuana every year with Esperanza. 
Safety and Security are number one priorities for Esperanza. Please feel free to visit their website for more information, 
or review the following information from the United States Consulate General about safety and volunteering in Tijuana: 
 
Esperanza International Website: 
 http://www.esperanzaint.org/ 
Safety/Security Information in relation to Esperanza, written by U.S. Consulate General:    

http://www.esperanzaint.org/blog/2010/12/20/safety-and-security/ 

Also, feel free to use the following contact information for any and all questions: 
 
Eric Reutter - Overall trip leader:           eric.reutter@esperanzaint.org 
Kelly Kuhn - Seattle-area Trip Coordinator                      kuhnk@seattleu.edu 
Ferwah Rizvi - New York-area Trip Coordinator           ferwahrizvi@gmail.com 
Aimee Khuu – Esperanza International Volunteer Coordinator      aimee.khuu@esperanzaint.org 

http://www.esperanzaint.org/
http://www.esperanzaint.org/blog/2010/12/20/safety-and-security/

